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trace their ancestrv to the Highland families of that 

name. These Highland families have for their pro¬ 

genitors pioneers who are believed to be from western 

Maryland, and among the earlier settlers of Pendleton, 

possibly antedating the Revolution. 

HENRY HARPER. 

Among the persons whose industry, economical hab¬ 

its, and wise management of diversified useful indus¬ 

tries did much for the development of our county, the 

name of Henry Harpe, Senior, is richly deserving of 

respectful notice. He was a native of Pendleton Coun¬ 

ty, a son of Nicholas Harper, a native of Germany, 

who lived on the South Branch. Henry Harper’s wife 

was Elizabeth Lightner, daughter of William Lightner, 

Senior, on Back Creek. For a few years after his 

marriage he lived on the Branch. About 1812, Nich¬ 

olas Harper bought two hundred acres from Abram 

Duffield and Colonel John Baxter, on Knapps Creek, 

and on this purchase Henry settled. 

The young settlers from Pendleton County found a 

few acres of cleared land. The thickets of thorn and 

crab apple and wild plums were almost impenetrable. 

The sheep, pigs, and calves had to be penned by the 

house to protect them from wolves and bears. By pa¬ 

tient and persistent effort land was cleared and a home 

reared. 

At his suggestion, William Civey, of Anthonys 

Creek, sunk a tan yard. Then Mr Harper established 
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a blacksmith shop aud built the first tilt hammer in 

this region. This shop was carried on under his own 

personal supervision. Ralph Wanless, George Heven- 

er of Pendleton County, the late Anthony Lightner of 

Swago, and others, learned the trade with him, and 

were all good blacksmiths. Mr Harper also reared a 

flouring mill, which was operated by himself and son 

Samuel chiefly. Father and son were smiths and mill¬ 

ers and alternated in their work. William Gibson, late 

of Huntersville, and Henry Harper were the contrac¬ 

tors that built the Warm Springs and Huntersville 

turnpike sixty-five years ago. Captain William Coch¬ 

ran, late of Stony Creek, was their piincipal foreman 

and manager in construction. In the meantime the 

farm was duly attended to and much land cleared for 

grain and hay; additional lands bought and a splendid 

estate became his. 

He had a passion for hunting, which he indulged in 

merely for recreatiou. 

He died in 1859, agod 70 years. Mrs Harper fol¬ 

lowed her husband in 1876, aged 86 years. 

In personal appearance Mr Harper was of medium 

stature, somewhat stooped in the shoulders. His voice 

was soft and flute like in tone, very quiet and retiring 

in his manners and leisurely in his movements, and 

yet his establishment was a busy hive of industry, and 

all moved on like clockwork. 

His family consisted of five sons and four daughters: 

Elizabeth, Sally, Anna, and Susan. The sons were 

Jacob, William, Samuel, Henry, and Nicholas, who 

died at fourteen. 
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Jacob Harper married Lydia Civey, daughter of 

George Civey of Anthonys Creek, and settled on 

Meadow Creek, Greenbrier County, and finally movid 

to Monroe County, where his family yet resides. 

William Harper married Elizabeth Civey, sister of 

Jacob’s wife, and settled on the farm now held bv 

William L. Harper, near Sunset. His last years were 

passed on Greenbrier River at the Friel place, where 

his son William now resides. 

Samuel Harper married Malinda Moore, and lives 

on the old homestead, where he yet resides in the 87th 

year of his life. Their daughter Elizabeth Luena is 

the widowed wife of Rev James E. Moore. Sarah Ann 

married Washington Herold, near Frost. Matilda 

married Frances Dever. Their son, Preston Harper, 

married Lucretia Gum, daughter of Henry Gum, late 

of Frost. Frank Wilson Harper married Anna Gum, 

sister of Mrs Preston Harper. William Lightner Har¬ 

per married Emma, daughter of George Hamilton, 

near Sunset. 

Samuel Harper’s second wife was Margaret Jane, 

daughter of John Gum, of Highland County. Her 

daughter, America, married R. D. Rimel, and Virgin¬ 

ia, who died of diptheria at the age of five years. 

Henry Harper, Junior, married Phoebe Sharp, and 

lived on the place now owned by Reddy Goulet, near 

Sunset. Their children were Peter and Rachel Ann. 

Peter died in early manhood. Rachel Ann married 

William Herold, of Nicholas County, where she now 

lives. Henry Harper, Junior, died of an accidental 

wound, inflicted while repairing a gate. 
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Elizabeth, eldest daughter of the pioneer, married 

the late James R. Poage, and lived first in the Levels, 

on land now held by Preston Clark, and then near 

Ed ray, where they both recently died. She was an in¬ 

valid for seventeen yfcars from rheumatic affection, 

most of the time too weak to help herself. Her hus¬ 

band for many years spent most of the days and all of 

the nights a patient and helpful watcher at her bed¬ 

side. Her sons were J. R. Poage, Henry Poage, and 

William Poage. Their daughters: Elizabeth Poage, 

the first wife of Rev George P. Moore; Mary Poage, 

the wife of Arnos Barlow; S irali Ann Poage, the first 

wife of George Baxter, near Edray, and Amanda, first 

wife of Levi Waugh, on the old homestead. 

Anna Harper was the first wife of A. Washington 

Moore, n’ear Frost. Her daughter Sally married Za- 

ehariah Gum, son of the late Henry Gum. Her hus¬ 

band was killed by a falling limb, and she was left :t 

widow with three small children. Mary Moore married 

John Varner at the Big Spring of Elk. Ella Moore 

married Benjamin Varner, and now lives in Iowa. 

Anna Moore is at home with her father, the venerable 

Washington Moore, near Frost. Newton Moore, Zane 

Moore, J. A. Moore, and Price Moore are his sons. 

Sally Harper married James Malcomb and located 

in Nicholas County, where her family now reside, so 

far as known. 

Susan Harper, the fourth daughter, married the late 

John U. McCarty, near Hillsboro. Their children 

were Ellis McCarty, the late Mrs G. H. Curry, and 

Della McCarty, who died a few years since. 
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Thus close for the present the notes on the Harper 

family. Something as to the improvements made un¬ 

der Henry Harper’s supervision may be interesting. 

The tannery shop was built by William Civey, son 

of George Civey, who built the grist mill. Robert 

Irvine and John Irvine built the saw mill, and the 

same parties put up the tilt hammer and shop. The 

residence near the road was built by John Irvine, and 

Chesley K. Moore erected the dwelling beyond the 

creek. 

The mill stones first used in the Harper mill were 

made by Adam Sharatt, near Fidel's, on the Green¬ 

brier River. This person lived at the Sharatt place, 

three or four miles up the Greenbrier from Marlinton, 

where he had a mill. The first burrs were bought at 

John Bradshaw’s sale, near Huntersville. These hav¬ 

ing been used for years, Mr Harper replaced them by 

burrs brought from Rockingham County, Virginia. 

The Bradshaw burrs are now in Highland County, 

taken there years ago by Mr Shultz. Tne Harper mill 

succeeded the Poage mill, owned by Peter Lightner. 

The rocks used by that mill are now on Cummings 

Creek, near Huntersville, taken there by the late Price 

McComb, and therefore must be among the oldest in 

the county—of their dimensions. 

JOHN H, CONRAD. 

This ancestor of the Conrad relationseip settled on 

the North Fork, just after the Revolution, on land 
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